
THE LONE PINE CANYON LINE: 
Article background notes from the editor. 
 

A lot of background information 
is needed to start off this part of 
our history.  In 1973 (while 
TCN/NATTA were still extant), 
Leroy W. Demery (shown at the 
left) wrote me about finding a 
mention about a Trackless line in 

Lone Pine Canyon.  I had never heard of this 
and was intrigued; so, I began a letter writing 
campaign (this being in the days of typewriters, 
carbon paper, and snail mail) to everyone in the 
area of the proposed line to see what I could 
learn.  Little facts were found over a 2 year 
period and over 100 typed letters. Brief 
mentions in the local press added little facts 
but a lot of ‘remember when’ and ‘what if’ 
type of fluff articles.  A very large tip of the hat 
to Leroy as otherwise this whole topic might 
still be generally unknown.  The last printed 
mention was about a load of telegraph type 
poles being delivered to a railroad siding near 
the proposed line in 1914 (this turned out to 
be an erroneous article); nothing more 
appeared in the press that I could find.  I very 
wrongly surmised (in 1975) that the advent of 
World War I probably put the final nail into the 
coffin of this wannabe system.  So, I closed the 
file and never mentioned this proposal in any 

of the various NATTA publications as I did not 
want rumors, what ifs,  and faulty 
remembrances to become repeated, 
exaggerated and transferred into erroneous  
facts with the passage of time as so often 
happened (even more so now in the internet 
age).  To my amazement, some of my letters to 
a library in the San Bernardino area had been 
retained all these years; and William F. Betts ran 
across one while looking for a topic for his 
thesis paper.  He had already done some 
research on the subject and contacted me some 
40+ years after I had given up on the project to 
print an article on the subject. 

 His thesis paper is finished and was 
accepted at school.  It is now available to the 
public in the form of a “.pdf” document and I 
have posted it on-line at: www.trolleybuses.net, 
for anyone to download and read. I am at: 
swampdaddy@bellsouth.net.  At 76 pages, and 
from an archaeological standpoint, it is far more 
detailed than what is needed for this article 
including maps, references, and detailed 
corporation politics.  I am going to have to 
thoroughly mangle it and cut out parts 
wholesale to fit this publication with my usual 
ruthless editing. (former TROLLEY COACH NEWS 
editor, Harry R. Porter, 12/2014). 

 

3. LONE PINE CANYON TROLLEYBUS LINE 
By William F. Betts (highly condensed & edited from the 
original thesis paper for TTG #505) 
 
[Preface] While I was looking for a suitable topic 
for an Honors project my professor, Dr. Barber, 
suggested I talk with Robin Laska who ran the 
San Bernardino County Archaeology Information 
Center operating out of the San Bernardino 
County Museum.  Ms. Laska had long been 
interested in the proposed “Lone Pine Canyon 
trolleybus line” and I became interested in this 
instead of the project I originally considered.  
She showed me a file she had accumulated on 
the subject including copies of letters written in 
the mid-1970s between Harry R. Porter (Trolley 
Coach News Editor) and Arda Haenszel, a local 
amateur historian working in the San Bernardino 
County Museum at that time.  Everyone 
generally believed the trolleybus line had 
operated.  My project was approved at school 
and I started on intensive archive and field work 
in October 2012 to May 2014 to find artifacts to 

show the trolleybus had indeed run and where.  
In the meantime I used the internet to locate Mr. 
Porter and he generously sent me copies of his 
files on this subject from 1973-1976.  Mr. 
Porter’s conclusion was that nothing had run 
though obviously money had been spent on 
preliminary work. By June 2013, I realized I was, 
indeed, chasing a phantom and my project 
shifted to finding correct explanations for the 
artifacts found that had locally been considered 
to support the theory that it had operated.  I 
wrote my thesis on this project. [end of preface] 
 
There is a hint in the November 1910 issue of 
Electrical World (7) in the article by R.W. 
Shoemaker concerning his designing and 
building the equipment for the Laurel Canyon  
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trolleybus line about the prospects for a 
mountain passenger and freight trolleybus line 
based on the Laurel Canyon equipment. 
 
And, in fact, R.W. Shoemaker was directly 
connected to the new proposal being on the 
board of several corporate entities concerned 
with this project.  On February 2, 1912, The Los 
Angeles Times reported that the Lone Pine 
Utilities Company (LPUCo) had incorporated and 
was planning to spend $150,000 building the 

trolley line and providing power to residents of 
the area.  By May 1912 things were organized, 
bonds made available, and a brochure to entice 
investors was issued by the California-Pacific In- 
vestment Company (11) hereinafter referred to 
as the CPICo.  By August 1912 (12) some three 
miles of roadway had been graded between a 
rail siding on the Santa Fe Railroad that at that 
time was referred to as Grava (13) to the main 
road out of San Bernardino to Wrightwood

 

Drawing from page 09 of the California-Pacific Investment Company brochure.  
 
at the end of the proposed line.  So, the Lone 
Pine Canyon proposal did get beyond the paper 
stage with actual money spent and construction 
begun.  It is not known how much money was 
subscribed in the beginning to the LPUCo.. 

The CPICo brochure is quite interesting and a 
drawing (above) shows a proposed passenger 
unit for the line which also shows its heritage to 

the early German operations (note the type of 
trolley booms and see on page 5 of TTG 505 the 
photo of a unit similar to the Bielatalbahn freight 
locomotive).  The brochure also shows a pro- 
posed freight motor (see next page). And this 
behemoth of freight traction motor unit which is 
shown on the next page in a drawing from the 
CPICo Brochure was to have a 75 hp motor   

 
(11) A May 1912 Prospectus issued by the California-Pacific Investment Company, see Appendix  
       A for a reproduction of this prospectus brochure in full. 
(12) Electric Railway Journal, “Construction News”, Electric Railway Journal, Index to volume XI,    
       June-December, 1912, p197. 
(13) The CPICo brochure referred to the Grava name; and, this rail siding changed names frequently 
which caused some confusion as to location of the siding as some RR records were lost in a fire in   
       1926.  The siding was removed in 1948. 

 Name: Name: 
 1906-1910 Cajon Gravel Spur 1913-1916 Big Pine 
Page 2 1910-1913 Grava 1916-1948 Pine Lodge 
 

 
 



 
Drawing (enhanced for TTG) from page 07 of the California-Pacific Investment Company brochure.  
 
A map of the proposed route of the line and utilities line from the CPICo brochure, page 22. 

 
 
geared to the rim of each wheel thereby needing no differential and allowing for standard streetcar 
controls to be used. It’s 35 ton weight and 300 hp was to be capable of a top speed of 3-1/2 mph 
pulling up to 12 trailers, carrying 8 to 25 tons each, up to 300 tons total, of quarried material.  Further 
details in the CPICo Brochure in Appendix A, page 06.  
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This map shows the power line extending from the power plant north to the quarry.  I have no doubt 
they intended it, I didn’t find anything to indicate they made it that far. 
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Here is a typical “road train” of that era, a large steam traction engine pulling a load of gravel in 8+ wagons. 
 
(Ed. Note) “”Southern California Edison’s Lytle Creek wiring diagrams, 1910-1914, showed no lines to 
the LPUCo powerhouse (or even proposed ones) and they talked to an old-timer (when I wrote them in 
the 70s) then retired who had been at Lytle Creek during the time it would have been done and he said 
nothing existed.  This is another reference that this project failed as it never got far enough to need 
power.”” 
 
Similar “road trains” to the proposed Lone Pine 
Canyon one were pulled by steam traction 
engines in highway construction at the start of 
the 20th century.  (see photo,  bottom of p10).  
On a slightly larger version of the map on the 
previous page I have overlaid the portion of the 
route for which the new portion of the road 
was to be constructed by LPUCo in BLUE, 
presumably to meet the old road also due to be 
graded and paved and continue on into 
Wrightwood, and the route of the proposed 
electric power line from Lytle Creek in RED.  The 
Power House would have motor-generator sets 
to convert the AC power to DC power for the 
trolleybus overhead.  The main reason for the 
use of DC motors in electric streetcars and 
trolleybuses was the greater starting torque 
than similar AC motors.  A sub-station was to 
be built just by the Sheepshead Lime & Cement 
Company property and power lines extended 
into that facility.  Eventually when the line was 
extended into Wrightwood for passenger 
service I am sure a further AC sub-station 
would be built carrying higher AC voltage from 
the power house to the sub-station to be 
converted into household AC current for 
Wrightwood.  After determining the most likely 
routes for the road and power lines from 
various maps and the LPUCo brochure from 

California-Pacific Investment Company, a 
number of archaeological (on site physically) 
survey’s were made to look for relics of the 
road construction or power lines.  After 
obtaining a US Forest Service survey permit, 
fieldwork began in earnest including the use of 
metal detectors.  Quite a number of glass 
insulators were found of various makes but all 
were of a type for telephone and telegraph 
cables rather than higher voltage insulators.  
Paul Bishop helped locate some old pole 
stumps on his ranch (which was the Sharpless 
Ranch back then) that had been incorrectly 
attributed to the trolley in an early story on the 
line in the 2000 Wrightwood Roots newsletter 
(14); but these were located too far to the side 
of crumbled pavement pieces to have held 
bracket arms for overhead wires for a trolleybus 
operation.  Based on this, and the newspaper 
report that a load of telegraph poles had been 
delivered in 1914 (15), While poles for a 
proposed trolleybus line may have been erected 
no evidence for a complete line was found.  
Fittings and wire fragments were of a like type 
as that of the insulators. Various artifacts were 
found at 89 locations along the expected route.  
These were photographed for the thesis; but 
are omitted in this article. 

Page 5
 
 (14) Wrightwood Roots, May 05, 2000, pages 1 to 3 via the Wrightwood, CA on-line forum.  
 (15) San Bernardino Daily Sun, Sunday May 9, 1914 copy via San Bernardino County Museum. 



ACTUAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS VIA PRESS REPORTS AND NEWSPAPER ARTICLES AND ADS: 
Skipping back in time to the actual reports of 
construction from various sources.  The LPUCo 
was incorporated in 1912 as reported in the 
Los Angeles Times (16) and actual construction 
began in March of 1913.  Stock/bonds were 
issued with some locals joining the enterprise 
by contributing land, mining rights, and other 
considerations rather than cash.  By August 03, 
1912, some 3 miles of roadway had been 
graded and surfaced (17) and in September 
1912 an ad in the Los Angeles Times claimed 
lots were selling fast (18) at the proposed Big 
Pine resort area owned by the Lone Pine Mill 
and Lumber Company who had been sub 
dividing land into 100 x100’ lots for summer 
cabins or camps.  An article on the project in 
January 1913 described the roadbed as 
“splendidly constructed”, “broad”, “hard 
surfaced”, “like an automobile speedway”, and 
“almost complete” (19). Another advertisement 
in the same issue promised the trolley would be 
ready by the end of spring (20).  In August1913 
an ad offered lots in Big Pine and claimed the 

trackless trolley would soon be completed (21).  
[Editor’s Note: As I had speculated some 40 
years prior to Bett’s thesis, it was becoming 
evident that the company was seriously under 
funded and had been/was spending money 
faster than it was coming in.]  So sure of 
success was the company that on 11/01/1913 it 
agreed to lease a Marion Model 50 Electric 
Shovel from the Action Rock Company for one 
year at a cost of $3,650; this was a very, very 
big expense at that time.  This major expense+ 
ultimately may have been the straw that broke 
the camel’s back as it was all downhill from 
there for the LPUCo.  At the time, the shovel 
was on a rail car at the Southern Pacific 
Company’s siding in Tejunga, CA. LPUCo was 
responsible for transporting the shovel to the 
work site.  The Shovel was still in the Tejunga 
rail yard when early the next year in February or 
March of 1914 it was washed off the tracks by 
a flood.  LPUCo paid to have it put back on the 
tracks and then tried to back out of the lease 
(22). 

LEGAL PROLEMS STARTED COMING TO THE FOREFRONT: 
With problems mounting, lawsuits being filed, the Corporation was being crippled; and, in an attempt 
to preserve some assets and continue with the project the LPUCo merged with the Lone Pine Mill and 
Lumber Company, owner of the Big Pines resort property, and the merger formed the Big Pines Lime 
and Transportation Company (23).  In those days articles in newspapers were often based on upbeat 
press releases issued by the very companies the articles were about; reporters rarely visited remote 
scenes to check out things themselves.  And the CPICo tried one last time in 1914 to raise money by 
sending out a postcard aimed at businessmen with spare cash (see photo, next page); this postcard 
showed a trackless trolley climbing a mountain grade toward the resort (note one set of wires and 
telephone / telegraph wires off to the side). An article on April 21, 1914 reported that road grading had 
been completed for some time, power lines from the Edison facility in Lytle Creek were under 
construction, (freight and trolley) cars would soon arrive, and the trackless trolley would be ready for 
operation before summer (24). At any rate, on August 20, 1914 the total assets of the LPUCo were sold 
to the Big Pines Lime & Transportation Company (BPL&TCo) for $10 in gold and other valuable 
considerations (a legal term for hiding the actual cash price or perhaps assets) including the 11 placer 
mining claims along Sheep Creek running through the canyon; all subject to the claims of the $100,000 
bond issue held by the bank (25).  The merger itself created as many problems as it might have solved 
as some bondholders refused to exchange their old bonds in the LPUCo for new BPL&TCo bonds.      
 
 (19) Los Angeles Times, 01/01/1913 [26] 
 (20) “Californians build first Trackless Trolley in America”, Los Angeles Times, January 01, 1913.   
 Accessed via ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angles Times (1881-1989), courtesy of  
 Roger Hatheway 
 (21) “Display Ad 2 – No title”, Los Angeles Times. September 22, 1912. Accessed via ProQuest  
 Historical Newspapers: Los Angles Times (1881-1989), courtesy of Roger Hatheway 
 (22) Action Rock Company v. LPUCo., 44 Cal.App 597, 186 p, 8090 Retrieved from WestlawNext  
 June 26, 2013   
 (23) Wheat Et Al v. Big Pines Lime & Transportation Co. Et Al (Everett Intervened 55 Cal.App 654,  
 204 p 43.  Retrieved from WestlawNext June 26, 2013.  
 (24)  “Industrial Progress: Trackless Trolley”, Los Angeles Times, April 21, 1914.  Accessed via  
 ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1991-1889) 
 (25) “Final Efforts of Endeavors: Trackless Trolley to Run up Swarthout Canyon”, Los Angeles Times, 
 01/18/15. Accessed via ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1991-1889)  
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 These problems prevented the LPUCo 
from redeeming the Trust Deed of March 
1912 which was secured by “all property it 
then owned or might thereafter 
acquire.”(23)  
Early in 1915 a last know newspaper article 
was still mentioning the trolley, Company 
president E.E. Denton indicated that the 
company was planning on spending 
$50,000 constructing the line 9 miles from 
Grava, and that power would be brought 
into the canyon before the summer 
season(26).  In September 1915, the 
company defaulted on a $5000 promissory 
note securing the March 01, 1911 
mortgage by M.C. Rodgers for the Big Pines 
property (27).  Additional lawsuits were 
filed and the company lost all most all of its 
physical assets but continued on paper into 
1917 at least (28).  In May 1917 Elias 
Rickerhauser, a member of the board of 
directors, obtained a judgment for 
$9,760.60 against BPL&TCo and in April 
1918 purchased the rights to the lime 
claims belonging to BPL&TCo.  He later sold 
these rights to the Sheepshead Lime & 
Cement Company (23).  In early 1916 
serious flooding damaged most of the 
mountain roads; BPL&TCo objected to plans 

by the county to repair what they considered to be their road (29).  However, the country determined 
the road had been a public way for 20 years and added it to the County road system (I am not sure this 
is totally correct, the county may have been referring to the old road, I was never able to find what the 
determination of the road claim was].  After the dust settled, so to speak, the Sheepshead Lime & 
Cement Company actually quarried rock and its successor actually built a crushing mill on the hill over 
looking the Grava (now Big Pine) siding.  Some 7 miles of road was in operation from the quarry of the 
Sheepshead Lime & Cement Co. to a  
loading facility near where the Santa Fe tracks 
and Highway 138 cross.  This was given the 
fancy title of Big Pines Station.  From early 
mining documents (28) it would appear that 
the SL&CCo was under control of BPL&TCo 
directors who had a Mr. W.J. Hunter, an 
engineer, in charge of a 10 man crew at the 
quarry site to expedite delivery on large 
contracts recently signed by the company.  
There was a proposal at this time to extend the 

road some 5 more miles (probably to the resort 
area) in Wrightwood (and maybe still a trolley) 
The BPL&TCo was still in business until 1919 
(28) but not much else is known.  Further 
research will undoubtedly bring out more 
details on this project; in the first few year’s of 
the 20’s the interests of the BPL&TCo & SL&CCo 
were apparently bought out by the McFadden 
Corporation (30) which built a small crushing 
mill on the siding and transported rock to it by 

 
 (26) “Final Efforts of Endeavors: Trackless Trolley to Run up Swarthout Canyon”, Los Angeles Times. 
 January 18, 1915. Accessed via ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1991-1889) 
 (27) The Pacific Reporter, Wheat Et Al v. Big Pines Lime & Transportation Co. Et Al,  volume 204, St.  
  Paul: West Publishing Co. 1922, p42-46. 
 (28) Various utility directories for the electrical trade and transportation industries not cited here. 
 (29) Sam Bernardino County Board of Supervisors, Minutes of March 13,1916, Original in the San  
  Bernardino County Archive, San Bernardino County, CA 
 (30) The sale to McFadden occurred in the early 20s, San Bernardino County Archive. 
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truck; the mill & quarry went bankrupt 
themselves over a court suit in the early 30’s 
and the only remaining evidence is the 
foundation of the crusher at the siding (see 
photo following).  Some patches of white rock 
dust still exist in the area from spilt & wind 
blown lime.  In Conclusion it is likely this 
obscure operation would have been forgotten 

were it not for Mr. Harry R. Porter.  Porter was 
the editor of Trolley Coach News and spent 
several years, (1973-1976) unsuccessfully fol- 
lowing up on references to the Lone Pine 
Trolley from a reference in the August 1916 
issue of McGraw Electric Railway List (31) as 
forwarded to him by Leroy W. Demery who was 
a NATTA member at that time.  Among the  

letters were those to the San Bernardino Public 
Library, The San Bernardino Museum 
Association, the Southern California Edison 
Company, and the Santa Fe Railroad 
(32,33,34,35) plus many others never answered 
by return mail. Based on the facts researched it 
is difficult to understand how many references 
think the trolley actually operated.  Maybe an 
11/13/73 ‘remember when’ column by Ed Bule 
asking readers if they remembered: “when they 
hauled lime in electricity-powered trucks from a 
quarry in Live Oak Canyon off Cajon Pass to a 
shed on the Santa Fe Railway Tracks at the 
highway 138 crossing?  The trucks obtained 
their power from an overhead trackless trolley, 
the first I ever saw.”(36)  [Editor’s Note: 
Remember When columns are rarely totally 

factual and are often romantic looks at the past 
from notes sent in by readers and compiled 
into a column by a writer as nostalgia seen 
through rose colored glasses.  But often 
repetition by others turns them into erroneous 
facts.  I doubt Bule saw anything and based his 
comments on a reader’s correspondence.  A 
better look at the past are the “50 years ago 
today type columns” in many papers which 
quote older newspaper articles though even 
those can contain inaccuracies and leave 
misleading impressions].  A local historian at 
the time, Burr Belden, reported a roadway had 
been partially graded, naked poles still stood in 
the 1920s, but the project never got off the 
ground and the mill, which was built later, was 
supplied by truck (37). 

 

CONCLUSIONS TO MY RESEARCH PROJECT:  
One re-occurring questions is: was the trolley, 
like so many other land and mining 
development projects of the era, just a scam?  
My sense is that it was not.  The Laurel Canyon 
Trolley line had been operating at a profit for 
several years.  Trackless Trolleys, now better 
known as trolleybuses or electric trolley buses 

(ETBs), were under consideration in many 
jurisdictions.  The promoters stood to gain big 
rewards from an operational trolley.  The Big 
Pines area did eventually become a major resort 
and is home to one of Southern California’s 
main ski parks.  Wrightwood eventually grew 

 
Keep moving. 

Things are moving so fast nowadays that 
people who say it can’t be done are 

interrupted by someone 
doing it. 

 
 
 (31) Letter to Harry R. Porter, July 15, 1970.  In Harry Porter’s personal archive. Referencing:  
  McGraw Electric Railway List, August 1916. 
 (32) Harry R. Porter, letter to the San Bernardino Public Library, September 11, 1975.  Harry  
  Porter’s personal archive 
 (33) Harry R. Porter, letter to the San Bernardino County Museum Association, October 12, 1975.  
  Harry Porter’s personal archive 
 (34) Harry R. Porter, letter to the Southern California Edison Company, October 21, 1975.  Harry  
  Porter’s personal archive 
 (35) Bill Burk, Vice President Public Relations, the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company  
  Letter to Harry R. Porter, May 1, 1974, Harry Porter’s personal archive 
 (36) Earle Bule, “The Tell Me: Maybe San Bernardino is Quieter Today Than Ever”, Sun Telegram  
  November 25, 1973.  Copy courtesy of the San Bernardino County Museum Archives  
 (37) Burr Belden, letter to Harry R. Porter, January 08, 1976.  Harry Porter personal papers, Copy  
  provided by Harry Porter 
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into a thriving resort community.  The lime 
deposits, owned by the promoters, were 
potentially valuable if an economical way of 
getting it to the market could be found.  While 
details of the financial arrangements are 
beyond the scope of this project, it appears 
that some investors, notably M.C. Rodgers, had 
significant personal capital at risk. 
What went wrong?  There are probably several 
contributing factors, any one of which would 
have doomed the enterprise.  The promoters 
were probably overly enthusiastic.  A quote 
from the prospectus gives a window into their 
thinking: Not wanting to be interrupted, the 
promoters probably under estimated the 
complexity of creating a project of that scale 
without the benefit of existing infrastructure.  
Undoubtedly, the Achilles Heel was the 
automobile (38).  Between 1910 and 1916 
there was a significant increase in the number 
and capability of automobiles.  With the 
automobile came improvements in the highway 
system, including a more direct route from Los 
Angeles.  As automobiles became common, 
affluent customers, no longer needed the 
trolley.  Initially building the road seems to 
have gone fairly smoothly, and there are 
multiple accounts attesting to its quality.  
However, no evidence of a functional electrical 
system was found.  As revenue from the resort 
and mining interests failed to materialize, the 

company ran out of money.  The floods of 
1916 were probably the final straw.  Lawsuits 
from investors hamstrung the company, and 
the trolley (project) faded into obscurity. 
 The trolley would likely have been 
completely forgotten had not Bule published 
his remembrances shortly before Porter mad his 
inquires.  Based on Bule’s ‘eye witness’ account 
others may have assumed the trolley to be a 
fact, and concluded the pole stubs were 
artifacts from the trolley system.  However, 
closer examination of the location of the poles 
shows that most were too far from the road 
surface to be supports for overhead trolley 
wires. The presence of telephone system 
components, and the absence of high voltage 
components, strongly suggests that the poles 
were part of a telephone system built sometime 
after 1920. Mining records indicate there was 
little mining activity during the trolley era; 
casting doubt on the accounts that the trolley 
transported ore.  Land patent records also 
show that the lime plant was not built until 
much later.  There is no way to know exactly 
what Bule saw; perhaps it was pictures of the 
Laurel Canyon trolley.  Whatever triggered his 
memory, Betts found no evidence that the 
Trackless Trolley ever hauled ore from the 
mines in Lone Pine Canyon (39).  By William F. 
Betts (end of condensed thesis paper) 

 
(38) Your editor will disagree here as most vacationers back then would not drive their car that far 
 even if they owned one and would still take the train.  With the prevalence of auto travel today  
 and flying it is hard for us to envision people using passenger trains which hardly exist any more. 
(39) Editor’s note:  I think the arguments against any operation are easy to state: 
 1. No pictures have ever been found (and there are dozens and dozens for Laurel Canyon and  
 other early operations.)  Someone connected with the companies involved would have sent  
 photos to papers for publicity in general and to promote the selling of Big Pine lots. 
 2. No electrical system was ever built despite ‘self promoting articles” saying it was on the way. 
 No records exist in Southern California Edison’s Lytle Creek station to further back this up.  No  
 Streetcar overhead parts were found in archeological surveys though phone system parts were. 
 3. The advance lease of the Marion model 50 electric shovel before any power wires were installed 
 or there was any need of it was the financial ‘ruin’ factor which the company never recovered  
 from.  Then there followed the investors rebellion and lawsuits. 
 4. The selling of Big Pine resort lots never reached expectations and expected passenger traffic  
 was nil to non-existent back then.  The Laurel Canyon line being located much nearer to Los  
 Angeles did not have that problem and had a steady clientele.  
 
 [I am well known for chopping articles to the bone to fit a certain space; and, I eliminated all artifact 
searches and photos of them as well as dozens of topographical and flat maps, etc. of the area in 
question turning William Betts’ scholarly thesis into this typical, condensed Trackless Trolley Gazette 
history.  If you don’t like it blame me, not the contributors.  Harry R. Porter, former editor for NATTA 
publications, 2015.  This article on the Lone Pine almost system has been 42 years plus in the making 
and well worth the wait.] 
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COMPANY & PUBLICATION ACRONYMS:  
BPL&TCo = Big Pines Lime & Transportation Co. SL&CCo = Sheepshead Lime & Cement  
CPICo = California-Pacific Investment Company   Company 
LCUCo = Laurel Canyon Utilities Company  TCN = Trolley Coach News (NATTA’s current 
LPUCo = Lone Pine Utilities Company  events publication)  
NATTA = North American Trackless Trolley TTG = Trackless Trolley Gazette (NATTA’s 
                Association (parent of TCN, TTG, etc.)  historical publication title) 
 
CAST OF CHARACTERS (past and present): Acknowledgements of contributors: 
Sumner B. Wright George F. Tillitson, Wrightwood Roots, (deceased) 
R.W. Shoemaker Harry R. Porter 1973-76 (mail), 2013-15 (internet) 
Charles Spencer Mann John Aziz, Webmaster (Wrightwood, CA forum) 
Mary C. Rodgers  Leroy W. Demery  
E. E. Denton Richard R. Kunz (deceased)  
 Stanley F.X. Worris 
 Terry Graham Trackin' A Dream (on the 
      Wrightwood, CA forum) 
 Wayne M. Hom (deceased) 
 William F. Betts (archeological research and thesis 
      on this project finished 2014) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Postscript: Shortly, probably in 2015, I will take a more in depth look at the Laurel 
Canyon operation than the articlehich essentially is just to show how it went from the 
Bielatalbahn    The Laurel Canyon Line    To the Lone Pine Canyon proposal. 
Comments are welcome as well as additional material for any future editions of 
Trackless Trolley Gazette #505 in electronic form.  Comments welcome on this 
publication; both on the style and the information.  Send them to 
swampdaddy@bellsouth.net.  Depending on what else I am doing I may be at times 
slow to answer them. 
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Appendix A:  California-Pacific Investment 
Company’s prospectus brochure. 
 

LONE PINE CANYON UTILITIES COMPANY 
This is the operation mentioned in R.W. Shoemaker’s article on the Laurel Canyon line (as footnote 8).  
Your editor first heard of this maybe line in 1970 in a letter from Stanley F.X. Worris outlining a brief 
article in McGraw’s Electric Railway List, California Section (1).  Being busy with Trolley Coach News (2) 
and current events back then I did not follow up on this as no hobbyist or researcher had previously 
mentioned it.  Starting in 1973, peaking in late 1975, and winding down in 1976, I typed (the old days 
before the internet and email) nearly 100 letters as I wrote to anyone I thought could help, waiting 
weeks and sometimes months for replies to come back in order to proceed.  Basically little was learned 
other than it barely got off of a paper plan and no trackless operation ever occurred.  See Appendix B 
for research list.  A letter to Leroy W. Demery, Jr. brought some in person research and he found a 
brochure for this line in one of the UCLA Libraries from the California-Pacific Investment Company for 
this proposed line and sent me a copy – with copy technology being what it was then, the pages were 
pretty muddy and blurred.  Based on this material and the exact location of the company/operation my 

letter writing reached a peak after receiving it. 
The research basically hit a dead end in 1976 
and languished there until 2013 when William 
F. Betts read a letter from me to a local library 
(3) in the area and saw a 3rd hand copy of the 
brochure that I had sent.  He decided to take 
up the research for a senior paper and right 
off sent me a good copy of the LPUCo 
investment prospectus. 
 
The California-Pacific Investment Company (4) 
issued a brochure on a proposed trackless line 
up Lone Pine Canyon from a Santa Fe RR 
siding to quarry sites in the canyon.  
Eventually it was proposed to extend the line 
to Wrightwood, CA and to the Big Pines 
Lumber Company proposed subdivision site 
(for summer vacation homes) and to the Big 
Pines Recreation area outside of Wrightwood.  
The brochure  is printed here in it’s entirety in 
a reduced size for some pages less pages at 
the end analyzing the lime quarry’s product 
quality: 
 

(1) McGraw ELECTRIC RAILWAY LIST, 08-1916, Big Pines 
Lime & Transportation Company, see Appendix B for 
the full article. 

(2) TROLLEY COACH NEWS, current events publication of 
the North American Trackless Trolley Association, 
published 1969 to 1985, Harry R. Porter, Editor the 
entire time 

(3) October 12, 1975 letter to San Bernardino County 
Museum Association, 2024 Orange Tree Lane; 
Redlands, CA 92373, and later correspondences 
through 1976 from Harry R. Porter. 

(4) California-Pacific Investment Company, 707 Higgins 
Building, Los Angeles, CA., “The Trackless Trolley As 
An Investment”, May 20, 1912, 24 pages, as copied 
by Wm. F. Betts from the California State Library, item 
cTL  232 c3. 

 
Above:  Page 1 of the brochure 
 
                                        Appendix A, Page 11 



 
Page 2 of the brochure 

 
 
Page 3 of the brochure  

 
 
Page 4 of the brochure 
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             Page 5 of the brochure (B1) 

                   
 

(B1) Use of a photo of the Kalksburg line is interesting as it uses the Cedes-Stoll pickup method 
of a troller rolling on top of the two overhead wires rather than the more conventional poles 
that are under running the wires. 
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Page 6 of the brochure 
 

 
 
Appendix A, Page 14 
      
 
 
 



Page 7 of the brochure 
 

                       
 
                        A rotated view of the freight motor is used in the main article to make it easier to view. 
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     Page 8 of the brochure 
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                 Page 9 of the brochure 
 
 

                       
 
                 A rotated view of the Passenger motor is used in the main article to make it easier to see. 
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Page 10 of the brochure 
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         Page 11 of the brochure 
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Page 12 of the brochure 
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                            Page 13 of the brochure 
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Page 14 or the brochure 
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                       Page 15 of the brochure 
 

                        
 
August 22, 1912 addition to the brochure gives the appearance of additional security for the 
investment. 
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Page 16 of the brochure 
 

 
 

Pages 17-21 of the brochure omitted as they are chemical analysis of the various mineral 
claims and not germane to the story. 
 
Page 22 of the brochure 
 

 
 

This is a rotated view of the brochure map to make it fit on this page. 
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APPENDIX B – BIOGRAPHIES OF THE MAIN PEOPLE 
 

R. W. SHOEMAKER (Engineer for Laurel & Lone Pine Canyon) 

Los Angeles County 
Biographies 

 
RICHARD WOOLSEY SHOEMAKER 
 SHOEMAKER, RICHARD WOOLSEY, Consulting Electrical Engineer, Los Angeles, 
Cal., was born at Germantown, Pa., July 1, 1881. His father was Reginald Heber 
Shoemaker and his mother Susan (Woolsey) Shoemaker. He married Rachel Steel, April 
10, 1908, at Farmington, Mo. 
 His parents moved to Southern California in his early childhood and there he was 
reared in the public schools, graduating from the Pasadena High School in 1899. He 
attended Throop Polytechnic Institute at Pasadena, Cal., graduating in 1903 from an 
Electrical Engineering course with degree A.B. 
Upon finishing his course he immediately became connected with the Pacific Electric 
Railway Company, in the electric department as inspector of construction, remaining 
in that position for about a year. This was followed for a short time by a position with 
the Gold Mountain Mining & Milling Company near Kingman, Arizona, as Master 
Mechanic. He then became associated as electrician with the Copper Queen mines at 
Bisbee, Ariz. He remained there until January, 1906, when he was engaged by the 
American Smelting & Refining Company of New York in the capacity of Electrical 
Engineer at their mines at Flat River, Mo., a position he held until the latter part of 
1909, when he decided to enter the field as Consulting Engineer, and opened offices 
in Los Angeles. 
 Mr. Shoemaker, during his studies in electrical engineering, invented and patented 
the first wireless telegraph detecter (sic), which was a great improvement at the time. 
In connection with his profession Mr. Shoemaker was instrumental in the building of 
the first “Trackless Trolley” to be built in the United States, operating near Los 
Angeles, Cal. 
He is a member of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers, and the Masonic 
Lodge. 
 
Transcribed 9-1-11 Marilyn R. Pankey. 
Source: Press Reference Library, Western Edition Notables of the West, Vol. I,  Page 
784, International News Service, New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Boston, Atlanta.  1913. 
 

 
© 2011 Marilyn R. Pankey. 
 

E. E. DENTON (Head of some Lone Pine companies and real estate 
promotions, head of the California-Pacific Investment Company). 
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Los Angeles County 
Biographies 

EUGENE ELIAS DENTON 
 DENTON, EUGENE ELIAS, Investment Broker, Los Angeles, California, was born in 
Clyde, Ohio, June 20, 1876, the son of George Downs and Carrie C. Denton.  He 
married Jennie S. Ward, at Clyde, November 29, 1899, and to them there have been 
born two children, Helen Ione and Marie Harriet Denton.  Mr. Denton is descended 
from one of the very old New England families, five of the Denton brothers having 
come to America shortly after the Mayflower party. 
     Mr. Denton, who is one of the progressive business spirits of the Southwest, 
belongs with the list of successful Americans who have carved their own careers and 
made the world at large their schoolhouse.  He attended the public schools of his 
native town and entered High school, but left in the second year of his course and 
went to work. 
     This was in 1891 and his first position was that of clerk in a clothing establishment 
at Clyde.  About a year after he became connected with the establishment, the owner 
became ill and Mr. Denton, then a lad of sixteen years, was given the sole 
management of the business.  He carried this responsibility for about six months, 
then, his employer having recovered his health, Mr. Denton resigned and went West 
with his mother. 
     Locating in San Diego, California, in the latter part of 1893, Mr. Denton shortly 
afterwards obtained employment with the Gregory-Damon Abstract Company, and 
for four years was engaged in record and research work. 
     In 1898 Mr. Denton went into business for himself as a broker and real estate 
operator, and in that same year was elected to the City Council of San Diego for a 
term of two years.  During his service in that body he originated the celebrated 
Denton ordinance, a historic piece of legislation which caused the San Diego Flume 
Company to sell out its distributing system to the City of San Diego and retire from 
business.  This company, owned by an English syndicate, was accused of various 
misdeeds and Mr. Denton, as one of the Board of Delegates, was one of the leaders in 
the opposition to it.  His activity in this matter engendered so much hostility that Mr. 
Denton felt its effects in his business and transferred his operations to Los Angeles, 
where he has been located since. 
     At the time he became involved in the political controversy which caused him to 
abandon San Diego as a field of activity, Mr. Denton owned a half interest in the 
famous San Pasqual ranch, one of the greatest alfalfa properties in San Diego County, 
and also had other large real estate holdings, but he quickly disposed of all of them. 
     After locating in Los Angeles, Mr. Denton was engaged in general brokerage 
business, and for the last six years has been one of the most active men in the field.  
He has made a specialty of small deals and in this way has built up one of the most 
substantial business enterprises in Los Angeles. 
     In 1911, Mr. Denton organized the California Pacific Investment Company, a 
private corporation, in which he is President and Director.  This Company, in 
conjunction with the Lone Pine Mill & Lumber Company, of which he is President and  
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General Manager, is engaged in mammoth development enterprises in Southern 
California.  The company purchased six hundred acres of highly attractive land on the 
slope of the Sierras and Mr. Denton and his associates are engaged in the building of 
an elaborate summer resort, seven thousand feet above sea level, to be known as 
“The Big Pines,” and it is the aim of the promoters to make it the “Adirondacks of the 
Pacific.”  This is one of the most ambitious resort enterprises of the Coast, including in 
its plans a great summer hotel and club house for the use of professional and 
business men.  It is located under the brow of Mount Baldy, twelve miles from the 
Santa Fe Railway in Los Angeles County, and will be reached by means of a “trackless 
trolley.” 
     This latter, being built by the Lone Pine Utilities Company, of which Mr. Denton is 
Vice President, Director and General Manager, is an innovation in American 
transportation methods, although it has been operated for many years with great 
practical and financial success in various parts of Europe.  It is the first of its kind to be 
built in the United States and will cover a distance of twelve miles, ascending the 
mountain to the resort, which is located seven thousand feet above sea level.  The 
plans for the road call for modern, high power electric equipment, the trains to be 
operated to and from “The Big Pines” on a fast schedule.  As General Manager of the 
Lone Pine Utilities Company, which was incorporated under the laws of California in 
May, 1911, Mr. Denton has charge of all the preliminary details of the trackless 
trolley, such as securing the rights-of-way and directing construction. 
     The “Big Pines” project is one which will take two years to complete and it is 
estimated that it will cost more than a million dollars before it is ready for the 
reception of visitors and residents. 
     Southern California is noted for its beautiful resorts and it is the plan of Mr. 
Denton and his associates to make theirs one of the greatest on the Pacific Coast, and 
one of the show places to be visited by the thousands who go to California in 1915 
for the Panama Exposition. 
 
Transcribed 6-24-09 Marilyn R. Pankey. 
Source: Press Reference Library, Western Edition Notables of the West, Vol. I,  Pages 301-
302, International News Service, New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Boston, 
Atlanta.  1913. 

 
© 2009 Marilyn R. Pankey. 
 

Mary C. Rodgers (Co-Founder, secretary and treasurer of the 
California-Pacific Investment Company). 
 
Mary Rodgers moved to Los Angeles in 1907.  She was involved in real estate and was 
a co-founder, secretary and treasurer of the California-Pacific Investment Company. 
 

  She was also and officer and secretary for two other important entities – Lone Pine 
Mill & Lumber Company, and the Sheepshead Lime and Cement Company.  Both 
companies needed a low-cost way to get the product to the rail station.  She became 
an early and significant investor in the Lone Pine Utilities Company; owning 300,000 
shares.  Rodgers signed the promissory note for the mortgage on the Big Pines 
Property that was the site of the proposed resort. 
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(This short bio copied from “Tracking the Trackless Trolley:  An Archaeological 
Examination of the Lone Pine Canyon Trolley by William Betts) 

 
 

SUMNER B. WRIGHT (President of the Lone Pine Utilities 
Company) 
 

 President of Lone Pine Utilities and owner of considerable land near Wrightwood 
which was named in his honor.  Wright’s holdings included apple orchards and a 
cattle ranch.  He was also president of the Consolidated Abstract & title Company 
which gave him in depth knowledge of the area. 
 His personal papers, including correspondence with his attorney are kept at the 
Huntington Library, and were not available for use in this article. 
 He lost almost everything in the end when the trolley project failed. 
  

(This short bio copied from “Tracking the Trackless Trolley:  An Archaeological 
Examination of the Lone Pine Canyon Trolley by William Betts) 

 
 
 
 

Issues of TRACKLESS TROLLEY GAZETTE: 
Previous TTG print editions long out of stock (sometimes they appear on eBay):  
TTG #501 – Toronto’s Early Trolleybuses (print edition now out of stock) 
TTG #502 – Oakland: Almost Twice (print edition now out of stock) 
TCN #51 – Shreveport, Louisiana Trolleybus History (some still available)+ 
TTG issued so far as electronic* publications include: 
TTG #503.4 – Lead Up to the Trolleybus in North America, 2015  
TTG #504.6 – The American and Eastern Trackless Trolley Companies, 2014   
TTG #505.2 – The Lone Pine Canyon trolleybus, 2015** 
Planned TTG so far (always subject to change) as electronic* issues include: 
TTG #506.2 – The Bielatalbahn & Wurzen in Germany + other trolleytrucks, 2015 
TTG #507.1 – Deeper Into Laurel Canyon, 2015 
TTG #508.1 – Merrill, Wisconsin & Fairhaven, Massachusetts 
TTG #509.1 – Staten Island aka the Borough of Richmond 
TTG #510.1 – Windsor/Toronto The Canadians Step Up 
 

* Electronic publications will be available at www.trolleybuses.net as space is available 
there.  Titles and the order of issuance may change at any time.  Electronic 
publications may be updated as new information comes to light and newer editions 
will be indicated by a decimal number behind the main number such as .2, .3, or 
whatever number it is.  And, as a benefit, electronic publication will allow color 
photographs, and color text anywhere to highlight or emphasize things which was 
almost impossible in the print world due to the extremely high cost back in the day. 
** the one you are reading now. 
+ issued jointly with the Texas Division of the ERA, hence, the fact it is a TCN rather 
than a TTG issue, email me at swampdaddy@bellsouth.net for pricing, availability, etc. 
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