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State Highway Survey of 31B/66, CS 3107.

“Camp Cajon Style Rock-Work”

Everything built was very sturdy and very large, to
withstand the “tides” of time and water.  Bristol
used all natural stones from the area and noted “that
the stones found in the area of Camp Cajon were of
such that led to the temptation to build on a massive
scale.” It took a full day to spell out one word in his
signs, done in what later became known as the
“Camp Cajon style rock-work.” The County erected

an 80-foot-long building that was to house the
custodian, store and post office.  The northern
boundary of the camp moved north another mile,
and an arrangement with the State Department of
Motor Vehicles provided a spot at Camp Cajon for
motor tourists to register and receive their visitors’
licenses, the first place to register when traveling
west into California.  A sharp peak north of the
Camp was officially designated by the Forest Service
Department as Camp Cajon Lookout, and a trail
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was constructed to its summit.  Bristol had plans to
widen the trail making it accessible for autos.

Extensive Planning

At Camp Cajon everything had its place, and great
pains were taken to make sure each place would
benefit the traveler.  This was most certainly not
going to be an average camp site or stop over.
Bristol consulted Mrs. Perry, an East Highlands
resident regarding the proper placement of the cook
stoves, being particular in the planning of where the
cook would stand and still be able to tend to his
duties. Various organizations and individuals
throughout Southern California sponsored the
tables, broilers, stoves, barbecue pits and anything
else required for a comfortable campsite.  Each item
had a metal tablet with the donor’s name and an
inscription.  Bristol himself did all the inscriptions
on the metal tablets and columns, and donated them
to the Camp site.

The following is a list of the tables, stoves and so
on, with donors and the main part of their

inscription:

Twenty miles to San Bernardino, the Gate City and
home of the National Orange Show;

Thirty miles to Redlands and famous Smile), Heights;

Twenty-three miles to Colton, the Hub City where
industry reigns;

Twenty-five miles to East Highlands, the Buckle of the
Citrus Belt;

Twenty-three miles to Highland, gateway to City Creek
and Rim of the World;

Thirty-five miles to Mirage Valley, where things grow
without irrigation;

Twelve miles to sheep Creek, watered and fertile valley;

Ten miles to Baldy Mesa, where things grow without
irrigation;

Forty-five miles to Chino, where everything grows;

Twenty-three miles to Adelanto, the transformed desert;
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Twenty miles to Apple Valley, where apples keep the
doctor away;

Twenty-three miles to Lucerne Valley, land of abundant
shallow water,

Sixty-one miles to Barstow, metropolis of Mojave Valley;

Twenty-four miles to Victorville, center of Victor Valley;

Fourteen miles to Hesperia, gateway to Big Bear Valley;

Seventy miles to Santa Ana, county seat of Orange
County;

At the south portal of Cajon Pass, Devore, the home of
the muscat grape;

Twenty miles to Del Rosa, beneath the Arrowhead;

Twenty miles to Rialto’s orange grove;

Twenty miles to Arrowhead Hot Springs, the hottest
springs known;

Twenty-three miles to Fontana, largest orange grove in
the world;

Twenty-five miles to Bloomington, orange and lemon
empire;

Thirty-five miles to Cucamonga, with its peaches, grapes
and “welcomes”;

Thirty-five miles to beautiful Etiwanda, home of the
grape and lemon;

Forty miles to Ontario, model city, offers opportunity;

Thirty-five miles oceanward to Upland and Euclid
Avenue;

To all nature lovers, buy the employees of the State
Hospital at Patten;

Dedicated to checker players by the family of John
Andreson, Sr., pioneer of 1850;

To the “Stranger within our gates”, by the family of
David H. Wixom;

The “West to East ever calls”, Hiram Clark and family;

Dedicated to the people of Needles by George E. Butler;

Dedicated to the people of Cloverdale, Michigan by Mrs.
Charles H. Schaffer of Marquette, Michigan;

To commemorate the visit of the Brooklyn Daily Eagle
dedication tour, April 28, 1920;
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Riverside Mission Inn sponsored picnic area.
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In honor of Fred T. Perris, who, in 1884, led the iron
horse through Cajon Pass;

To the Pioneers of San Bernardino Valley, by the Native
Sons who have gone afield, Judge B. F. Bledsoe, Paul
Shoup and others:

To our Pioneers, by Arrowhead Parlor, Native Sons;

To the Trailmakers, by officers and men of Santa Fe;

Redlands Rotary Club with Rotary emblem; Riverside
Rotary Club with Rotary Emblem;

San Bernardino Rotary Club with double table, and
international Rotary Emblem;

“The groves were God’s first temples” by W. M. Parker;

“Now good digestion wait on appetite, and health on
both” by A. C. Denman, Jr.;

“To the desert-weary traveler” by W. J. Hanford;

A bake-oven, dedicated to the baking public by W. J.
Hanford;

A family broiler, dedicated to the broiling public by C. G.
Lundholm;

A pump, dedicated to the “drinking public” by W. D.
Anderson;

A community broiler, “Max Aron bids you broil your
steak”;

A big range, Orange County;

One barbecue pit, dedicated to the “barbecuing public”
by W. J. Curtis, J. W. Curtis, Henry Goodcell, Rex B.
Goodcell, Herman Harris, John Andreson, Jr., Joseph
E. Rich, W. E. Leonard, E. E. Katz and Mrs. F. M. Towne;

Flag column, erected by the Native Sons of Illinois, as
tribute to the state of their adoption, “I love you
California”;

Flag pole, gift of J. B. Gill, formerly Lieutenant-governor
of Illinois; Large tablet carrying four stanzas, Chas. L.
Frazer’s poem, “The Flag”;

Double tablet carrying John S. Mc Groarty’s favorite
poem, “Just California.”

Bristol’s Designs Popular

Camp Cajon became so well known, and its layout
so popular, that other cities asked to use Bristol’s
same plans for the tables, including the metal sponsor
tablets.  Bristol authorized use of his plans with the
stipulation that the first tablet of each venture must
state the mileage and direction to Camp Cajon.  The
Camp was written about by magazines and
newspapers throughout the country.  On July 17,
1920, Bristol attended Fallbrook’s dedication of its
own “auto traveler” park.  The Live Oak Park was
also a work of art, with the plans and designs of the
tables having been “borrowed” from Camp Cajon.

Management Dissensions

Sometime before 1920 Carlos Alfonso Edson
became the caretaker of the camp replacing Mr.
Meeker.  Under agreement, Edson was to sell wood
to the campers for a nominal fee, for the fire pits and
stoves so that travelers would not destroy the
landscape.  According to Edson a suitable building
was to have been supplied for the Cajon Post Office
of which Edson was Postmaster.  Bristol felt this
had not been done with much regularity and he
claimed Edson was guilty of insubordination.  There
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William Bristol admires what winter had done to
his flagpole base.
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were many problems with this arrangement, and in
December 1920, Bristol and Edson came to a point
in their relationship when Bristol was forced to fire
him.  Edson immediately filed a complaint with the
San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors.  He
wanted his position back, but Bristol would have no
part of him.  If Edson was reinstated, Bristol would
resign as the director of Camp Cajon and the Board
of Supervisors would then have to see that the work
was done.  In 1921 the Board sided with Edson and
appointed Supervisor C. S. Crain of Victorville as
director of Camp Cajon.  Everyone was very
concerned with the fate of the camp.  A month or so
later Bristol was persuaded to come back to his
position as director until his work was done, but
only after many discussions and meetings with
Edson and the Board, and with the acknowledgment
from Edson that Bristol was the director, and he
was the one who would make the decisions.  Edson
gave what appeared to be a half-hearted apology to
Bristol, and the men shook hands and started over.

Camp Cajon Committee

Earlier that same year the Board of Supervisors
allocated $1,000 for the road-work needed at Camp
Cajon and the next month Bristol was again
appointed to serve as custodian of Camp Cajon with
general supervisory rights, to serve in this position
without compensation, and to report to a Camp
Cajon Committee that would be in general charge.
During this year the county also appointed an
auditor to establish a budget for the Camp.

Director Compensation?

In 1921 troubles descended on Bristol again when
he informed the Board of Supervisors that after two
long years of dedicating his life to a project that
turned out to be so grand in size and reputation, he
would now need to be compensated for his position
as director.  Bristol came up with the suggestion
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The Benevolent and Protective Order of the Elks (BPOE) building.
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Camp Cajon in the 1920s with the original Route 66 going through the campsite.

Alias B----                                                                                                                                                                                 m10505gt,tif

The location of Camp Cajon in the 1990s.  The Highway 138 overpass can be seen in the upper
center background.
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that, since all cities in the county share in the tourist
dollar, perhaps all the Chambers of Commerce in
the county could contribute to a fund that would
pay a director.  This suggestion did not sit well with
the cities of SanBernardino, Colton, Upland, and
Redlands, and was not approved.  An alternate
suggestion of Bristol’s was to let the Forest Service
take over control of Camp Cajon.  This too was met
with unanimous disapproval.  So, for a time, the
camp was under supervisory control since portions
of the camp were on land which the County leased
from Santa Fe Railroad.

Camp Cajon to be Financially
Independent

The Board of Supervisors decided that the Camp
should, in fact, be controlled by the County, but at
the same time should be completely self-supporting
so that the County need not direct any funds toward

such a “white elephant.”  It was felt that the Camp
had gotten out of control and was no longer there
for the purpose for which it was originally built.  A
director would be named, one who would serve
without compensation, with the idea that he is
permitted to have the store on the grounds, and the
filling station adjacent to the camp.

Bristol Fights for Camp Cajon Value

Bristol tried to convince the Board of Supervisors
that Camp Cajon was now as famous as any other
landmark, and it most assuredly brought in its fair
share of future home buyers, and the tourist and his
dollar, to be able to provide a salary for its director.

Some years later Bristol fought the Board when he
tried to convince them, and the public, of the
importance of improving the road from the mouth
of Cajon Pass to San Bernardino.  He felt it was the
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Camp Cajon, San Bernardino County built building that housed the Camp Cajon Post Office, the
Postmaster quarters, a small store and rooms for public use.



c5cmpcjn.p65 (20020611)Page - 8 -

tiltronix

George F. Tillitson
Technical Director

P.O. Box 974
965 Snowbird Road
Wrightwood, CA 92397-0974

Phone (760) 249-6622
Cell Phone (760) 835-7902

InterNet
tiltronix@snowline.net

��������

best opportunity to persuade the driving public to
go east, down into San Bernardino, before turning
west and heading to Los Angeles.  He saw Camp
Cajon and the Cajon Pass as California’s chief port
of entry, and wanted all to take advantage of it.  He
felt that San Bernardino had just as much to offer
the tourist as the other towns on down the road.  He
could not understand why the Board of Supervisors
did not see the tourist dollar as an incentive to
provide a better route to its own door step, which
would also create enough monies for the fund to pay
the director of Camp Cajon.  It seemed that Bristol
was fighting alosing battle.  No matter what he
suggested, and no matter how realistic his
suggestions were, the Board simply was not going
to listen.

Bristol Resigned

On March 15, 1921, Bristol decided that he would
resign as director of the portion of Camp Cajon that
was under county control, Camp Cajon west of the
highway.  He kept his director position on the
portion under Forest Service control, east of the
highway.  Because of all the interest shown by many
organizations and individuals to help him carry out
his dream, Bristol felt it was his duty to stay on and
help any who wished to continue building on the
Department of Forestry-owned hillside.  Bristol’s
plan was that as soon as he finished building his new
house on the Wayup Ranch in East Highlands, had
planted his forty acres in oranges, and was able to
raise the funds needed, he would repay the County
for any money it had spent on the Camp Cajon
project, and buy out any interest it had in the “white
elephant.” Bristol would then be able to freely
continue on with what he called a “great national
institution” and have every county in California and
every state properly represented.

The Dream Continued

It looked as though that Bristol’s dream would
prevail through all the political fights and power
struggles.  No one, especially Bristol was prepared
for what was to happen to his little camp site.
Everyone in the County soon realized that what

began as one man’s dream, had, in time, been
transformed into every man’s dream.

Floods Finally Destroy Camp Cajon

The floods of March 1938 completely destroyed
Bristol’s great national institution.  Water came
rushing down through the Cajon Pass in unthought
of quantities.  The campground was literally buried
under at least twenty feet of sand, rock and debris.
The indestructible tables of concrete crumbled either
under the power of the water, were totally buried by
it, or in some cases, were washed downstream and
found a mile or so below their original habitat.  The
Santa Fe rail lines were also in total ruin.  It was
originally thought that the tables and some of the
structures could have been dug out, but the extensive
damage done to the canyons and roads made it
impossible.  Instead of building dikes and reinforcing
the area to rebuild, it was decided that
thecampground would not be rebuilt.  A new four-
lane highway was built and realigned away from
where the camp had once stood.  Some of the picnic
tables were eventually dug up and located in three
parks in San Bernardino; Meadowbrook, Perris Hill
and Lytle Creek.


