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“Willy” Williams, the former owner of
Williams Wrightwood Reality and Phelan’s
Tri-Community Reality was one of the Tri-
Community’s more colorful businessmen.
Willy was one of the “Wrightwood Men.”.

Colonel E. S. “Willy” Williams died
December 23, 2003 at the age of 84.  He was
a patriot, serving in three wars, pilot, Col.
(Retired), prisoner of the Germans in World

Willy Williams
A Wrightwood Man

War II, husband of FIo for 64 years, father of
nine, a Realtor since 1962, Wrightwoodian
of the Year in 1992 and a great American.

This Realtor’s passion was flying, and he
was not simply a weekend pilot cruising the
skies in light aircraft.  From the time he was
a child, he wanted to fly.  Willy was given the
opportunity after he switched from the
Nevada National Guard to the infantry, during
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Willy Williams is surrounded by P-38 memorabilia.
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the beginning of World War II, and worked
his way into flight school.

Willy flew P-38 fighter planes, and served at
more than 50 different stations in Europe and
the Pacific.  His flying ability was legendary.
He was the first airman to be shot down by a
German jet aircraft.  When flying an unarmed
photo P-38, he encountered a group of enemy
fighters that were able to shoot him down.
Willy was forced to leave his crippled P-38
at 22,000 feet.  He broke an arm and dislocated
and broke the other and fell to within a few
hundred feet of the ground before he was
able to manually open his parachute.  He was
taken prisoner and spent a nightmarish seven
months as a POW (Prisoner of War) in Nazi
Germany.  His weight went from 160 to 85
pounds.  Willy received minimal treatment
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Willie Wiliam's Wrightwood Reality.  (1998)

for his two broken arms, and dislocated
shoulder, which left him paralyzed for three
months, and caused him great pain for the
rest of his life

Yet, Willy wasn’t a quitter, and after his
release, he went on to become one of the first
jet pilots in the Air Force, and earned dozens
of medals.  He also served in Korea and
Vietnam, and retired as a full colonel in 1969.

Although “retiring” was hardly a description
aptly applied to Willy.  A commercial rated
pilot, he flew a Japanese Zero during the
movie “Tora Tora”.  (One Christmas, I gave
Willy a copy of the video “Tora Tora.”  I was
surprised when he told me he did not already
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and to help out local law officials, he rode
shotgun with the sheriff on Friday nights.

How did this active person, his wife, Flo ( the
former Florence Cowgill of Reno, Nevada ),
and their nine children come to the Tri-
Community?

During 1942 cars were unable to use their
lights in many parts of California, for fear
they’d light up the skies for enemy aircraft
during the War.  One evening, Willy and his
wife drove up through Lone Pine, so they’d
be able to use their lights.  They always
talked about the little town in the mountains
while they moved from base to base.  Eight
years later they decided it would be nice to
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own a copy.)  He was a member of more than
40 different organizations, many which are
flying related and some real estate oriented.
He was a reserve in the Sheriff Aero Squadron,
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live in the mountains and began looking into
surrounding mountain communities, finding none
quite suitable for their needs.  Willy went off to
Korea, and it wasn’t until 1960 that they began
looking again.  It was Flo, who recalled the mountain
community of Wrightwood that they had driven
through some 18 years before.  They rented a house
and several months later bought a home.

After he retired from the military, he worked in real-
estate for six months in Victorville.   He then
worked with Grant Cornelius in Wrightwood for
four years.

In 1974 Willy began Williams Wrightwood Reality,
originally located on Highway 2 where the Southern
California Water Company now has its offices.  He
later moved his main office to Park Drive and
eventually branched off into three offices,
Wrightwood Resort Reality, Wrightwood Reality
and Williams Wrightwood Reality.  He consolidated,
having two offices, Williams Wrightwood Reality
on Park in Wrightwood, and Tri-Community Reality
on Phelan Road in Phelan.

Active in the real estate community as well as in the
flying community, he was instrumental in forming
the Serrano Board of Realtors in 1979 and served as
president for two terms and one term as president of
the Victor Valley Board of Realtors and was a State
Director of the California Association of Realtors.

As a member of the Chamber of Commerce, he was
an active supporter of the Airmen of the month.

He was active in the Sheriff’s Reserves from 1962
and became a Level 1 Post Certified Reserve, who
not only patrolled in a unit, but by plane in the Aero
Squadron.  He was also a Call Fireman from 1970
to 1974.

Willy will always be remembered for his frank
opinions on many subjects, especially political and
military.

Following in his footsteps --- or is it the whoosh of
his wings have been six of his seven sons -— all
serving in different branches of the military!

Willy left a void in our hearts!

I  (George F. Tillitson, Wrightwood Roots editor)
had a special relationship with Willy Williams.  Willy
sold my family our Wrightwood home in 1974.
Willy supported us even after Grant Cornelius
(Willy’s former employer) instructed his employees,
“to continue to show the property.  They will never
be able to buy it.”  We did buy the property.  And we
beat the winter’s snow, moving to Wrightwood on
December 19, 1974.  One week later there was
snow on the ground.
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