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Wildfire & Disaster Awareness Day… 
 

Wrightwood, CA – For the 
past four years the “Big 
Pines Volunteers” have had 
a booth and been involved 
with Wrightwood’s Wildfire 
& Disaster Awareness Day.  
This year the event will 
take place on Saturday, 
May 7th from 10 am – 3 pm 
in front of Mountain Hard-
ware on Hwy 2 in Wright-
wood. 

Both paid and volunteer 
USFS personnel from the 
Big Pines area of the 
Angeles National Forest will 
be on hand to answer the 
public’s questions about 
our area of the forest and 
help educate them as to 
the importance of prevent-
ing “wildfires”. 

USFS Firefighters out of 

station 38, (Big Pines) will 
be there to show off the 
equipment they use in 
fighting wildfires. On dis-
play will be vehicles used 
in the field as well as 
posters of what is going 
on in the forest and what 
role the volunteers play. 

Smokey Bear is always a 
big hit with the kids. 
Children will be given 
Smokey Bear hats and 
other giveaways for an-
swering questions about 
the forest and wildfire 
prevention.  

Last year nearly 1,500 
free hotdogs, 35 lbs of 
popcorn and 45 cases of 
bottled water were given 
away.  Be sure to drop by 
and bring the family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"100 years of Caring for the Land and Serving People" 

 
Rock Wall at the Wildfire 

& Disaster Awareness 
Day 2010 

“Angeles National Forest – Big Pines” Booth 2010 
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Fishing at Jackson Lake… 
 

Jackson Lake - Have you ever… felt the 
excitement of watching your bobber suddenly 
jiggle, then dive out of sight? Or felt the tap-
tap-tap of a Trout as it tastes the worm on the 
end of your line? Or the thrill you get when 
your fishing rod bends over as a fish smashes 
your lure? What's that? You say you never 
learned to fish? Well, Jackson Lake is the 
perfect place to learn. 

At 6,000 feet above sea level this picturesque 
7 acre lake will help melt your anxieties away 
even if you don’t catch any fish. Many 
residents in Wrightwood have learned to fish 
here, including this author.  I was 5 years old 
when I learned to fish here some 50 years 
ago. 

While you will find Bluegill and Carp in 
the lake, Trout is stocked approximately 
every other week from Spring through 
Fall. Jackson Lake is considered by many 
to be the best little lake in Los Angeles 
County for “float tubing” and since the 
Lake is relatively shallow you will find it 
excellent for both top and bottom fishing. 

Many prefer to use a bobber with worms, 
salmon eggs or “PowerBait” of different 
colors.  Others prefer fishing off the 
bottom with 18 to 36 inch leaders using 
sinkers or sliding sinkers and a floating 
bait. Still others like the continual action 
of “lure fishing”.   

Many fishermen feel that gold lures do 
particularly well at Jackson Lake.  All 
three methods have proved success-
ful. One word of caution…  

While bait can be purchased in nearby 
Wrightwood, fishing licenses cannot.  
You’ll need to get your fishing license 
prior to coming to Jackson Lake. Both 
the CDF&G and the USFS patrol and 
monitor the fishing activity at the lake 
and failure to follow State fishing 
regulations can be very costly in fines.   

Fishing Regulations: 

• Any person 16 years or older must possess 
a valid fishing license. Since March of 
2010, you are no longer required to display 
the license on your outer clothing above the 
waist. 

• Fishing hours: 1 hour before sunrise 
to 1 hour after sunset. 

• Limit: 5 

• All fish must be taken only by angling 
with one closely attended rod and line or 
one hand line with not more than three 
hooks, nor more than three artificial 
lures. 

• Anglers in possession of a valid two-rod 
stamp and anglers under 16 years of age 
may use up to two rods. 
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Big Pines History… “The Pacific Crest Trail”  
 

 
Mike Riddle and Barbara Ballard (Van Houten) 

inspect the newly constructed Pacific Crest Trail                         
Photo: Wrightwood Mountaineer, June 27th, 1974 

 

Big Pines, CA – This month hundreds of 
hikers will pass through our area of the forest 
on their way to Canada, using the PCT trail.  
It was nearly 40 years ago (1974) that an 
important four mile stretch of the Pacific 
Crest Trail (PCT) was constructed through Big 
Pines.  

This historic trail leads from the Mexican 
border to Canada, and it needed an upgrade. 
Under the request of the U.S. Forest Service 
for funds under the National Trails Act, the 
Big Pines area (through the Valyermo Ranger 
District as it was then called) received 
$32,000 to complete this section of the PCT.  

All together, over $1 million was designated 
for Region 5, (The state of California). The 
Angeles National Forest received $160,000, 
the major bulk of it went into constructing a 
12 mile trail section on the Tujunga District. 
The money received by the Valyermo District 
was more than enough to get the job done in 
our area. Once completed, the four miles of 

trail in the Big Pines area stretched between 
Inspiration Point and Vincent Saddle. It 
passed through Grassy Hollow and onto 
Jackson Flat, ultimately ending at Hwy 2 
allowing hikers to cross over to get on the 
Baden-Powell Trail. 

The Construction: Valyermo District 
Ranger Glen Hampton marked the trails 
with red flags, followed by Valyermo ranger 
Ron Scott, who was the “trail blazer” in this 
operation. The trail blazer, who was a 
twenty year veteran of the Forest Service, 
drove a very small and compact tractor that 
was uniquely suited for the job.  
 
The small tractor had a backhoe in front 
with a dozer blade beneath it. As it dug up 
brush and stones with its backhoe the dozer 
blade pushed dirt and rock to the side. 
When the tractor was finished, the work 
was really only half done... manual labor 
was to follow. It involved a ten-man trail 
crew, who also doubled as an extra hotshot 
firefighting outfit.  
 
The trail crew was led by a trail job 
foreman, Mike Riddle. Their job was to use 
their overgrown “rakes” called “McClouds”, 
to remove trail debris and pack and smooth 
down the trail. The seven to ten percent 
grade trail (in a few places 20%) went 
through cedar, white fir, jeffery and sugar 
pine, oak and buck thorn.  
 
So as to keep the trail as natural as possible 
and to avoid runoff erosion from the men's 
work, water bars were put in to channel the 
water off the path.  
 
The route of the trail righteously stuck to 
old deer and game trails. The Big Pines 
branch of the famous Pacific Crest Trail was 
opened on August 1st, 1974. To this day, it 
is the most widely used portion of the PCT 
in the Angeles National Forest’s north 
country. -Contributed by Terry Graham 
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Photo: Wrightwood Mountaineer                      
June 27th, 1974 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pacific Crest Trail today 



Current Fire Danger 

 

 

 
The Wrightwood 

Communications Group 
has a disaster 

preparedness net each 
Sunday evening at 6:00 

pm. 
 

HUhttp://www.kw6ww.com/ 

 
c. 1925 

 
c. 1930 

Interested in Volunteering out of 
the Historic Big Pines Station? 

Call: (760) 249-3504 or Email: 
Todd Cook: HUmtcook@fs.fed.us or                                               

Ron Heinig: HUrheinig@fs.fed.us U  

PPhotos: From the Collection of Terry Graham 

 

 

 

 
 

Wrightwood CERT has 
weekly FRS Nets on 
Sundays at 5:30 pm 

http://www.wrightwoodcert.com 

 

The Volunteers of the Angeles… 
Meetings of the Volunteers are held on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 pm at the United Methoist Church located at 1543 
Barbara Street in Wrightwood.  All meetings are open to the public. 
 

 

 

Grassy Hollow 
Visitor’s Center 

HUwww.grassyhollow.netU 
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Electronic Copies of the Newsletters are available at: www.wrightwoodcalif.com/bigpines/ 

Volunteers of the Angeles National Forest 
Wrightwood, CA 

grassyhollow@hotmail.com 
 

President: Debi McLain email: d.a.mclain@verizon.net 
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