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The Mountain Yellow-Legged Frog… 
 

Angeles Forest – For 
millennia mountain yellow-
legged frogs have thrived 
in hundreds of streams cas-
cading down the San Gab-
riel Mountains.  Since the 
1960s the species has been 
decimated by fires, mud-
slides, pesticides, fungal 
infections, loss of habitat, 
recreational encroachment 
and the appetites of non-
native trout. 

On July 2nd, 2002 the sou-
thern California population 
was federally listed as an 
endangered species. Fewer 
than 200 adult frogs are 
believed to exist in nine 
populations throughout the 
southland.  

In the San Gabriel Moun-
tains small populations of 

frogs exist only in the 
upper reaches of Little 
Rock Creek, Big Rock 
Creek, Devil’s Canyon and 
the East Fork of the San 
Gabriel River.  

Recently an ambitious re-
introduction effort suf-
fered a major setback with 
the deaths of 104 moun-
tain yellow-legged frogs 
that had been rescued 
from the fire-stripped San 
Gabriel Mountains in 2009. 

As a reminder; the area in the 
vicinity of Cooper Canyon, 
Rattlesnake Spring and Wil-
liamson Rock remains closed. 
This closure took effect on 
December 27th 2005 and has 
been extended until Decem-
ber 31st, 2011. 

Larval (2nd year) from Little Rock Creek 
Photo by Norman J. Scott, Jr. 

Adult frog from Vincent Gulch           
Photo by Galen B. Rathbun 

Sub-adult frog                                  
Photo courtesy of CaliforniaHerps.com 

 

"100 years of Caring for the Land and Serving People" 

Special points 
of interest: 

• Free Fishing Day 
Saturday, Sept 3rd. 
No Fishing License 
is needed. 

• Adventure Passes 
are not required 
on September 24th. 
It’s National Public 
Lands Day. 

• Setting a new record, 
450 people were in 
attendance for Smo-
key Bear’s 67th birth-
day celebration at 
the Grassy Hollow 
Visitor’s Center on 
August 7th. 

• On September 1st 
The Fire Danger 
Level was raised to 
“Very High”. 

       Mountain Yellow-Legged Frog   Photo: Ken Bohn/Zoological Society of San Diego. 

 

Even though all the 
causes of decline may 

never be fully 
understood, the available 

information suggests a 
high probability that this 

frog may be extinct in 
southern California 

within a decade or two 
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Big Pines, CA – “Why am I getting a 
‘ticket’?” The objective of the recreation fee 
compliance program is to inform and educate 
visitors of the need for recreation fees.  
The USFS recognizes that a large number of 
forest visitors are “new” to the forest on any 
given day (20% on average). These new 
visitors have little familiarity with local rules 
upon arrival, in particular the requirement for 
displaying the passes. As a result a very 
unique compliance program was developed.  
The Notice of Required Fee (NRF) is a 
“warning”.  You are being asked to pay the 
required recreation use fee after-the-fact. Your 
payment ($5) "clears" the NRF in the data-
base. However, if the vehicle license number 
on the NRF is in the database more than once, 
the registered owner may receive a citation 
($100 maximum fine) for any future violation 
of the fee regulation.  
Remember: These recreation fees go to 
provide needed public services, upkeep of 
facilities and to repair the impacts of heavy 
use or abuse of the forest landscape and 
wildlife habitat. Those who do not pay the fee 
push their financial responsibility onto other 
law abiding forest visitors who paid, and who 
rightfully complain about those who don't. As 
a result the fee program will be enforced! 
Here are some facts:  Since the Notice of 
Required Fee program began in May 1998, 
more than 325,000 of these warnings have 
been issued. Less than 5,900 of the warnings 
have been issued to about 1600 repeat 
violators (persons with 3 or more warnings). 
That means that only less than 2% of all 
warnings are issued to persons considered to 
be habitual or repeat violators.  
More than seventy percent (70%) of all 
warnings are paid promptly by the recipients 

of the warning notices. Since 1998, less 
than one hundred (100) repeat violators 
have actually received a Violation Notice (a 
citation with a maximum fine of $100). 
Most of those who received actual citations 
paid their fines through the mail. Two of 
these cases have gone to trial in US District 
Court, where both defendants were found 
guilty. One defendant appealed his case to 
the US 9th Circuit Court, where his original 
conviction was upheld. 
A class action lawsuit was filed in US 
District Court that alleged the Forest 
Service had illegally charged recreation vis-
itors the Adventure Pass fee. This lawsuit 
was dismissed by a Federal Judge "with 
prejudice" (it cannot be re-filed, but the 
plaintiffs can appeal). 
In all roadside parking situations, Forest 
Officers who check fee compliance are 
trained and expected to use their 
discretion. No pass is required for activities 
incidental to through-travel, like taking a 
photograph, using a restroom, or in the 
case of a personal emergency or a vehicle 
breakdown. Passes are not required for 
short-term parking at designated overlook, 
view point or vista sites. If the officer's 
evaluation leads them to conclude that the 
vehicle is parked for recreation use 
purposes for an extended period of time, 
the officer may issue the Notice of 
Required Fee (a warning notice), or in the 
case of a "repeat violation", the Violation 
Notice ($100 maximum fine). 
The Recreation Fee program will be 
enforced! Repeat violators are subject to 
receiving a Violation Notice if caught not 
displaying proof of payment (pass or 
permit) of the required fee. Section 12 of 
the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement 
Act requires the agency to enforce pay-
ment of the fees authorized by the Act. 
Registered owners and vehicle occupants 
may be jointly liable for the penalty, which 
is $100 for the first offense of nonpayment 
of 36CFR Sec 261.17. The fines can es-
calate for subsequent offenses of non-
payment.  
For more information click here: 
The Adventure Pass   Recreation Fee Areas 
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Daily Pass $5 

    
Annual Pass $30 

   
Second Vehicle Annual Pass $5 

Lifetime Senior Pass $10           
62 and older 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sanbernardino/ap/welcome.shtml�
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sanbernardino/ap/maps/anf-overview.shtml�


 

 

     

Big Pines History… “Legend Down!”  
 

Joan Merriam Smith, Legendary Aviatrix 1936 - 1965                                                                                      
 

Big Pines, CA – It has been said that the 
mountains draw to them the things that fly. 
The mountains and ridges around here are no 
exception. The things that have taken flight in 
these parts have included the birds, the old 
time ski jumpers, an occasional hiker tumbling 
off a mountain side, as well as gliders and 
military and private aircraft; all sharpening their 
skills among the peaks and narrow canyons. 

It has also been said that what goes up comes 
down, and like personal treasures, our local 
mountains still hold the wreckage of numerous 
downed aircraft. On Feb 17th, 1965 a gentle 
ridge below present day Grassy Hollow became 
the last resting place for a 28 year old aviator 
legend. Her name was Joan Merriam Smith. 

At 15 years of age, long before she could drive 
a car, Joan Smith learned to fly. She obtained 
her license at 17 years of age, and her 
commercial license at 23. It was around age 18 
that she applied for a job at a small airport that 
used to exist in Boston. The airport manager 
took one look at the small 5 foot tall girl and no 
doubt wondered how she was even able to 
reach an airplane’s flight controls. “Look, 
squirt!” He said gruffly. “Go home to mommy!” 
Undaunted, she marched right home and 
returned with flight records in hand. As the 
manager thumbed through her records, a 

stunned look crossed his face as he read 
that Joan had accumulated 10,000 hours of 
flight time! Humbled, he handed her flight 
records back and said, “Shucks, little gal! Ya 
ought to be running this airport!”  

Smith was on her way to becoming a 
legend and fulfilling her life time dream… to 
not only retrace Amelia Earhart’s trip 
around the world, but finish it. 

Her record flight would begin on March 17th, 
1964. Joan Merriam Smith flew 27,750 
miles in 56 days with 34 landings in her 
route around the world, but the flight 
wasn't without incident. She was caught in 
a Brazilian revolution, had engine problems, 
nose wheel problems, leaking fuel tanks 
and hydraulic failures. She over-came all of 
these difficulties and, running on fumes, 
arrived back in the U.S., making a safe 
landing in Oakland, CA on May 12, 1964. 

She had done it, and though she did not set 
an official speed record in that famous 
flight, she did set some other records: 

• First solo flight along the Equator. 
• First woman to fly around the world in a 

twin engine aircraft. 
• First woman to fly solo from Africa to 

Australia. 
• First woman to fly from Wake Island to 

Midway Island. 
• It was the longest flight at the time. 

Just nine months after her legendary flight 
around the world, during a simple routine 
flight over the San Gabriel Mountains with 
her friend and biographer, Trixie Ann 
Schubert, they encountered sudden and 
extreme clear air turbulence that folded the 
right wing backwards. The small rented 
Cessna 182C dropped like a stone! The 
plane tipped to the right and slammed 
against the rocky brush, Oak and Jeffery 
Pine covered ridge just below Grassy Hollow 
and burst into flames! This would be the 
last stop for the legendary pilot. 

Over a dozen aircraft have crashed on these 
quiet slopes over the years. Thankfully, all 
of the planes’ pilots and passengers have 
found their way home. And the mountains 
wait quietly and patiently… for the next 
flying thing to fall from the sky. 
                        - Contributed by Terry Graham 
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Saturday Evening Post                                    
July 25 – August 1, 1964  

 

 

 

History making flight                         
Duration in Hours: 170, 47 of which were on 

instruments.  She crossed the equator 5 times 
and collected some 800 signatures on her 
plane from people she met along the way. 

 

 

 

Final resting place                                      
A quiet spot near a shade tree at plot 5027, 
Forest Lawn Memorial Park in Cypress, CA 
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Weather Extremes 
Big Pines Station 

August 2011 

Low:          1st  56˚ 

High:       24th  90˚ 

Wind:        3rd  23 

Precipitation: 0.00 in 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Bob’s Rock” - Update… 
 

Grassy Hollow Summer Programs… 
 
Labor Day Weekend: 

 

 

Grassy Hollow – The dedication plaque 
for Bob’s Rock has found a permanent 
home.  The rock was dedicated to Bob 
Moore for his outstanding contributions to 
the Angeles National Forest.  Bob passed 
away this past May. 

Clark Fletcher works on the monument 

 

Maria Moore in contemplation - Bob would be pleased 

• Saturday, Sept 3rd, 7:30 PM             
UCampfire Program U!              
Miner Vincent                               
Join us for the 24th presentation 
of this campfire program and 
meet the “old man of the 
mountain”, Miner Vincent, 
himself.  Listen to him tell 
stories of the gold rush and the 
last of the local grizzlies.  
Limited parking.  Use your 
Adventure Pass, park at 
Mountain High North, and 
carpool or hike in.  A flashlight 
and Jacket are recommended.       
Time: Approximately 2 hours           
Location: Table Mountain Camp-
ground Amphitheater                       
Leaders: Fred Hanrahan, John 
Cromshow, Marion & Don Shotliff 
and Ellen Wilson; VANF Members 

• Sunday, Sept 4th, 10:00 AM 
UHike U!                                    
Miner Vincent’s Cabin                            
Hike to the actual cabin where 
old Miner Vincent lived. Easy 
hike. Bring water.                              
Time: Approximately 1½ hours           
Location: Vincent Gap Parking Lot          
Leaders: Fred Hanrahan, Marion & 
Don Shotliff; VANF Members  

               

 

Charles Tom Vincent        
1836 - 1928 

Bob and Maria Moore            
at the dedication                 

December 3rd, 2010 



Current Fire Danger 

 

 

 
The Wrightwood 

Communications Group 
has a disaster 

preparedness net each 
Sunday evening at 6:00 

pm. 
 

HUhttp://www.kw6ww.com/ 

 
c. 1925 

 
c. 1930 

Interested in Volunteering out of 
the Historic Big Pines Station? 

Call: (760) 249-3504 or Email: 
Todd Cook: HUmtcook@fs.fed.us or                                               

Ron Heinig: HUrheinig@fs.fed.us U  

PPhotos: From the Collection of Terry Graham 

 

 

 

 
 

Wrightwood CERT has 
weekly FRS Nets on 
Sundays at 5:30 pm 

http://www.wrightwoodcert.com 

 

The Volunteers of the Angeles… 
Meetings of the Volunteers are held on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 pm at the United Methoist Church located at 1543 
Barbara Street in Wrightwood.  All meetings are open to the public. 
 

 

 

Grassy Hollow 
Visitor’s Center 

HUwww.grassyhollow.netU 
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Electronic Copies of the Newsletters are available at: www.wrightwoodcalif.com/bigpines 

Volunteers of the Angeles National Forest 
Wrightwood, CA 

grassyhollow@hotmail.com 
 

President: Debi McLain email: d.a.mclain@verizon.net 
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